


Minisan, konnichi-wa. May we unfold an idea to you?

The last Worldcon in Los Angeles was in 1958, and it seems high time
we invited fandom back for another visit to the most active fan center on
the West Coast. We've been planning a convention and kicking ideas around
almost since the dust settled after Solacon. Some ideas we've kept, and
others we've rejected, and as we've attended conventions over the years,
we've kept pur eyes open, and rendered assistance wherever we could. The
couple of Westercons we've put on have turned out pretty well, and we've got
some ideas for the '68 Worldcon that we think you'll like; one of them is
to put on a convention in two cities simultaneously.

Pan-Pacificon: Los Angeles and Tokyo in 1968.

We haven't worked out all the details yet, but we've agreed in prin-
ciple, and there's a year or so in which to work out details. But one part
of our program won't wait. We've got to get started now !

We want to bring a Japanese fan to the United States for the 1968 Worlid
Science Fiction Convention.

The brotherhood that international science fiction fandom has built up
over the years is one of its warmest and most gratifying features. We have
had the pleasure of entertaining quite a few visitors over here: Arthur
Thomson, Ron Bennett, John Berry, Ton Schluck, Mervyn Barrett, Daphne Sewell,
Ella Parker, George Locke, Ethyl Lindsay, and many more. TAFF deserves a
great share of the credit, of course. Over the years the exchange of vi
itors between the U.S. and Britian, and this last year Germany, has been
high point of each year.

Now we'd like to turn west to the Far East. It will cost about $1000
to bring Takumi Shibano to the United States. This will be the biggest
challenge yet to the generositytof world science fiction f ans . Seokhe Ragf i c
is a big ocean, and it is expensive to cross it. And Japanese fandom is

less well known in the United States than is European and particularly
British fandom. Since Tetsu Yano visited the Philadelphia convention in
1953 only Roy Tackett and the Schultheises on their visits to Japan have
had a chance for a personal meeting with Japanese fans.

We need a thousand dollars, and have produced a fanzine to help raise
it: Maneki-Neko is available from the Pan-Pacificon Committee, P 0 Box 422,

Tarzana, California 91356. $1 will get you four issues, $5 will get you on
our lifetimelmailing list--lifetime of the fanzine: $10, $20,$100 or more
will get you our abject gratitudz. We plan to use Maneki-Neko to tell you
some things about Japanese fandom, and about the Pan-Pacificon idea as well.
We hope that you'll like the Pan-Pacificon concept well enough to vote for
us in New York this labor day. “But ' Pan-PacifiicOnNoirss e e Burlingame,

let's bring Takumi over in 1968.

Pan-Pacificon Committee: :

Al Lewis, chaiaman, John Trimble, vice-chairman & publications,
Bjo Trimble, publick nelations & Ant Show, Fred Patten, auction, huck-
stens & pubficity, Katya Hulan, secretanry, Dave Hulan, trheasunen,

Support TOFF (Trans-Oceanic Fan Fund), and Pan-Pacificon in 1968...and send
for Maneki-Neko now! All proceeds to TOFF. Make checks to Dave Hulan.



Ted Johnstone, in a recent FAPAzine, remimded me that T had been. somewhat
neglectful in my colophon writing of late. Time was when you, dear reader, caild
depend on re to ramble on and on and still on before T got arourd to telling you
the vital statistics on the zine, Ted, himself, went on for a full page. Ie did,

I must adrit thatts quite.a colophon., If I had thought of it sooner T wau 1d have
shifted the contents table to the next page and we cculd have gorne on at some length
here, Stard by, Johnstone, nextime, just for you, Tt1ll do a two page colophon,

But that is nextish and now having committed myself in print T suppese T111
have to do the thing. Ittll take me until next issue to do it, too.

- ’ In the mean-
time this is the 31th issue of DYNATRON; a fanzine of sorts, edited, vaguely, ard
nublished, occassionaly, by Roy Tackett, 915 Green Valley Road MW » Albuqueraque,
New lexico, 87107, in the USofA. v

e Dynatron gces for 20¢, usually in stamps, but
welll take cash, Itnm going to break a rule here ard accept long term subs,...for a
cause. Five issues for ore dollar and all subscriptions received will be donated
to the Shibano fund,
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A BRAVE DRAI'A TACIINE

The Director glanced at the booth clock. The sweep-second hand was rapidly ap~
proaching the hour mark. pHe thumbed his intercom to "Studio" ard spoke crisply:
"Stand by in the studio.” The actors in the drama made a final check of their open-
ing places, the cameramen checked their focus ore last time,

The second hand reached
1z and the director went to work putting the program on the air., FEe worked Quickly
and smoothly changing slides and film, quietly giving directions to his audio man and

t the same time watching the bank of monitors that gave him his line picture, his
air picture, his studio pictures, as well as the preview video from his slide and
film chains., "Stand by one," he told the studio., "Cue them. Youlre on tke air,n

In the studio the Assistant Director signaled the performers and at the mrecise
momert the red light flashed on Camera One the actars began their part of the drama.
Tt went without a flaw for-these were some of the country's best television per-
formers., ied

In the booth the Director made a quick check of his monitor bank then
swiveled to his right to check the screen of a somewhat larger monitor which showed
a raster but.no picture. After a few minutes the picture appeared, $eeming1y a dup-
lication of all the rest. The Director watched for a few morients, swung back to his
board, punched.another bHutton and then signaled the studio crews: M"gut,  Thabts it
gang." The red lights on the cameras went out, the actors relaxed; on the monitor
screens the .drama continued,

s : "The drama machine," ore of the stars muttered to him-
self, half in praise and half in desparatim, "a revolution in television but, T
think, the end of us."

Tadashi Osaka, vice-president in charge of new develomments for the All-IMipnon
Television letwork, was all smiles. Qsaka was the inventor of the new drama machine
which was maliing its debut on A-NTV and was hanpily explaining his latest gadget to
the assembled representatives of the nress., 3 .

» "Oh, yes," he said, "a most marvelous
machine. Actually our drama machine is a large and well-prograrmed ¢ cmputer. There
is, ah, one minor problem yet in that we must show the machine about five minutes of
live action of the begimming of the drama before it can assure the nroduction on its
own. In that five minutes the machine analyzes all the elements of the drama, the
appearsnces of the performers, the characteristics of their actions, their parts,
et cetera. As soon as this analysis is completed the machine then can c ontinue the
drama by itself,u

"xr, Osaka, could you give us some idea of how your new-machine
works?" aslked the representative of the Tinmes.

"Yes, " .said ¥r.- 0salai " e
see on your television screen is actwally a rapid series of individual scenes. The
drama machire composes these scenes at the rate of 30 mer second which is the same
as the number of frames in our television system. To keep the flow of the action
smooth the machine reviews the past 100 scenes before setting up the next ore. Tor
example, 1f in the preceding scenes a man is moving his hand forward then in the
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next scene the hand must be advanced a slight bit more. The calculations are rather
complicated, of course,.,

"How does the machire determine story content?" asked
the representative of tle Asahi., '

M7elly smiled the scientist, twe ran a lengthy
enalysis of television drama and found that there are really only a few basic situa-
tions, e selected 200 of the most ponular stories and used them to progran the
machine. The machine studies the five minutes of live action introduction and then
selects what it considers to be the most suitable stary to follow the inmtroduction
and continue the drama., The computer uses its owm judgement, of course, and avoids
any contradictions." [ir. Osaka gave a small chuckle, "T think we ean say that tle
computer probably corposes the drama into an imitation of its own favorite stories
based on those it has been giveg," :

On the monitor screen the drama continued, The hero and heroire had Just o m-
pleted their first love scene and a meddling neighbor was about to intrude on the
scene. Then the camera seemed to draw back revealing that the drama was taking
place on the screen of a television set in a laboratory. An old scientist appeared
on the monitor screen. [e had a very scientistlike appearance and began to speak
with a very scientistlike smile,

: "Good evening," he said. He gestured towards the
television set in the baclground on which the original drama was still apvearing.
"jow T would like to introduce my Draiia lachine to vou,!

11K

JAPAVESE SCILNCE FICTION Il THE PRE-GERNSBACK LRA ,
by Iditsuaki Shimamoto

TAKU'T SHIBANO

Translated by Takumi Shibano,
I. The first introduction of classic science fiction.

The end of the Sarmrai age and with it the end of the periad of Japants national
isolation resulted in a great importation of western culture into the country. A
great amount of foreign literature began to be translated into Japanese and science
fiction stories were among the first to te so translated. The first translation.of
a science fiction story was in 1848 from the Dutch language. Unfortunately the arigi-
mal title has been lost to us.

; ' Jules Verne'!s stories appeared in Japan about ten
years later and were an immediate success. Japan was just beginning her age .of
science-industrial expansion which was similar to the situation in tre west which
brought forth Vernets stories. Tn Janan, as well as in the weést, Verne's stories
were. looked upon as great predictions, rather than as fantastic fiction, And we may
say that generally this viewpoint was right.. e '
: Between 1878 and 1897 all € Vernets
works were translated into Japanese, somre in several editions. : -

: FED Original Japanese
science fiction closely followed the paiterns set by the translated western stories
but it soon fell behind, This great science fiction gap remained until the introduc-
tion of U,S. science fiction naperbacls after World War R

II. Original science fiction classics in Japan.

During this early period there appeared many socio-political novels in the form
of science fiction, The character of these stories changed from one of education and
enlightenment to one of aggressiveness. Typical is "ykishiro-lonogatarit by Ryukei
Yano. A young Japanese merchant who wanted to establish trade with Africa and the
islands. On a trip to the southern Pacific he ard his erew were attacked by Chinese
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pirates. They defeated the pirates and captured the pirate ship which they converted
to their own use. Since the vessel was known as a Chinese pirate ship the Japanese
merchants were themselves attaclzed by the Dutch navy at Java. This attack angered
the Japanese who then encouraged and assisted the Indonesians in a fight for indepen~
dence against Nolland. This story was written in 1889 and is looked upon as a pre-
diction of the Japan-China war in 189); and the Japan-Russia war in 190L. From that
time until World Var IT Japan was an aggressive leader of Asian nations,

' In 1900 we
cot a Japanese version of Verne whose name was Shunro Oshikawa. He was born in 1876
d his first story, "Kaitei gqunkan (Undersea Battleship)" was written while he was a
~tudent at Waseda University. This was the first of a set of six. The others were
"Bukyo no- Nippon (Japans the Gallant Country)," 1902:; #Shinzo Gunlan (Mewly Made Bat-
tleship)" 190Ls "Bukyo Kantail (Gallant Squadron)" 190L; "sShin fippon To (New Japan
Taland)" 190L; "Toyo Bulkyo-dan (Gallant Asian Army)® 1907.

: In 1908 Shunrc became a
chief editor of the magazine "RSken Selai (Adventure World) and continued to write
stories. In 1911 he established a new magazine, "Bulyo Sekai (Gallant World), He
died in 1914 from bad health caused by drinking,

Shunrcts theme was always the actions
of the Japanese navy against Russia and Germany, etc. Colonel Sakuragi and his sub-
narine, Denko-tei (Iightening) appears in the first stary and almost all the others
along with a brave boy named Hideo and an assortment of young and beautiful Jananese
ladies. These stories were written for Juveniles and T must admit T erred when T re-
ferred to Shunrs as a Japanese version of Verne., He can never match Verne,

III. During and after orld War T,

During this period we had very little science fiction either in.original or
translation, Only a few mainstream writers attempted fantastic stories. e
' Ryunosukg
Akutagawa, considered to be a genius of Japanese literature, wrote '"Kappa" in }920.
This is similar in theme to “Frehwon" and "Gulliver". The 1920s also brought farth
two noted fantasy writers, Xenji !iyazawa and Taruho Inagaki: The former.was a
fairy-tale writer but.colored his stories with modern mechanisms. Tnagaki wrote
curious short-short stories which contained a great deal of the quality of E.A. Poe.

lhen the second quarter of the 20th Century began some gocd science fiction
writers began to develop frem the detective story field., Or we should say that
Japanese detective story writers and SF writers both developed ?n the same hou§e.
This house was the magazine "Shin Seinen (MNew Youth)". Shin Seinen was establ}shed
in 1920 and became a Mecca for detective story writers. Tt soon bggan to publlsb SE,
both original stories and translations, on a regular basis, unt?l 1t ?eased nublica-
tion after '"ITII. Rampo Edogawa, Masayuki Jo, and Fubolu Kosakai particularly are
noted for their SF work in the magazine., These three are looked upon as the_pre—
ceders of Juzo Unno, who is noted.as the largest writer in the Japare se SF field.

So this was the situation of the Japanese SF field before Hugo Ger?sback began
his publication of Amazing Stories. ynno and Kosakai weré_early subscribers to
Amazing Stories and from them developed the modern SF era in Japan.

ITTSUAKT STIiATOTO
Ebbie

Tt might be noted that the post-war SF era in Japan developed with tle intro-
duction of U,S, stfzines and paperbacks. by the U.S. troops. This brought gbout a
réevival in the translations’ of stf imto Japanese. - The present native portlgn of the
field dealing with original stories instead of translations is thi.almost single-
handed creation of Talumi Shibano who brought out his fanzine,Uchujin, to serve as a
vehicle for develoning stf writers. Most of Japan's professional stf writers thay
seem to have gotten their start in Uchijin, So Talaumi can be looked on as the sire
of both the pro stf field and stf fandom in Japan. RT
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ONCE UPON A MIDNIGHT DREARY

The Inexorable tlde of medlocrity has swept the ra-runs of The
Outer Limits off Albuquerqie!s television screens ard into oblivion. It
was replaced by the kooks, nuts, crarks and weirdos isprasentative o?
the Joe Py.e Show. The Twllight Zone momentarils fell to that all time
classic sories, Leave 15 e Bezver, but within two weeks TZ returncd.
({KOAT explained to me thet they had run theentire packaze of TZ films
on hand and hadn't yet recsived the ‘mnew® package whish was the reason
for its brlef disappearance from the boob tube. R%') <5 puch for re-
runs. The ERrB fans' delight, Tarzen, has been ~a:..¢iled =ffect.ve in
February (that's 1967 in cass floydoesn't get ihis cu® hirore '68). So
it seems that the networks's initial kindly feciing toward 'sf is wening.
While it wouldn't really be much of a loss for Los% in Soace or Tire
Tunnel to get the axe, Star Trek's removal would be tantamonnt to &
galactliec Waterloo. :

‘ ~I'm certain most of you have gotten or at least read
the letter Harlan Bllison s:nt out for "The Commi“tee" urging all end
sundry to write in support of Star Treck. While writing a letter isn't
quite the same as a high Nislsen rating, enough letters will cause a
sponsor.. to think twice before hecancels the show. ( The Avengers is
(are?]((ls.))back,_so letters do influence progrerming to some extent.
The shcws on Star Trek have been quite good (in comparison to every thing
else on TV) so it would be a shame —o have this cholce plum ‘snatched
from our mouths because wo were too lazy to write in support of 1t. How
about channeling some of tiat energy from boycotting Ultimate into back-
ing Star Trek? . The latter 1s much more likely to show rssults.

_ - Rer.ember
that old and neglected catagory for the Hugo, the dramatlc present: tion
awardi A favorite episode or twe of Star Trek would be likely candi-
dates for that one, Two saows in particular stick in my mind, the Cor-
bomite Maneuver and Balancs of Terror.. The first was a fairly credible

-alien contact story and ths sccond a brief excursion into galactic

brinksmanship. You might not li.e either oné, so pick oae of your own
choosing to nominate.

I got all hot and bothered waiting to see the much

touted Doomsday Flight by Rod Serling and now I'm sorry I wasted tle en-

ergy. The second in a series of movies filmed especially for the tube,
the Doomsday Flight promised some of Serling's first rats writing--and
falled to deliver. Thé plot briefly: Demented nut (Edmond O!'Brien)
plants aneroid vbomb aboard Jet plloted by heroic hero (Van Johnson). FBI
aZent on ground (Jack Lord) tries to find out from Demented Nut where
the borb 1s--and fails. Ths bomb would supposedly arm 1tseclf whenever
the plene climbed above a c¢:rtain altitude and then when the plane des-
cended somewhere below 10,000 feet---BEOOM! Unbeknownst to all (except
Demented Nut) the bomb Was placed In the pilet's brief case, the lest
Place enyone looking for a bomb would think to searche. The solution
followed: Demented Nut dies of heart attack in s bar but bartender finds
out 4000 feet is the altitude where the bomb will g0 boon. BErgo, have
the plane land in Denver, altitude 5300+ feet. Simple® Ridiculous!

The bomb would never have armed itself in a pressurized zabin. And if
through some quirk of fate it had arred, some one would aave had to dis-
arm it via radio, where ‘= 1ervous 'ametear would have blown the whole
_t@e.whole works''sky highe I was very disappointed in Serling's lapse of
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loglc end I really wilsh the set designer had seen tine inside of an Alr
Traffic Control Center--it does not look like the back room at Joe's
Bar & Grill. The whole movie makes me wish the bemb had armed itself
and the plane had landed in El Paso (altitude 3950 feet).

' But the real
wowser of a mnvie was that "scientifically accurate" Robinson Crusce on
Mars. Man, what accuracy! What science! Or rather,wnat science? After
Batman was kiiled (Adam West was tae colonel in charge oi the Mars
probe), tre plot rapidly declined (not that Batmar ofdded that much to
the movie). Feeble, worn out, old Mars had oodles ol volcenic activity,
not to mention nasty aliens from another galexy beyond Orion--or scme
hogwash like that. The alieas have siaves (of course) ouae of whomn es-
capes end becomes RC's man Friday (RC being Robinson Crusoe, not Rcbert
Coulson)e. Man Friday has scientifically accurate “air pills® whict al-
low & man to exist without breathing. Needless to say, it is never ex-
Plained how they escape being desiccated due to the o.1% water vapor
content of the Martian atmosphers., Or where the water taiey conveniently
find standing in pools comes from. But then this is seleai Ffaeadiey ae -
%grate SO ycu know they hav: good explanations--they just don't give
hem, ‘

Well, nasty aliens 2z1p about trring to kill escaped slave Friday
with feney rays from their (inertialess?) space ships. Jhy so much ef-
fort is expended to kill one lousy (and slightly moth-—eaten) slave is
never nade clear, but you can bet it's because they're nasty aliens.
Both RC and Friday are rescued at the poliar cap by M are i Froie S 2xafter
struggling to stay alive through a terrible,  sciéntificaliliy acermate.,
Martian blizzard. The implied ending was RC and Man Friday resuipn’ tA
Earth where the threat from nasty aliens unites whole earth into one
happy family, Oh, well, you can alweys turn to sclence fiction after
becoming disgusted with "szientifically accurate" movies.

: The  fFregt 1
stallnent of The Invaders proved to be much better than I had hoped it
would be. The seript is like the Fugltive with alilens trying to teke
over tne earth and herem David Vincent (Roy Thinnes) trylag to convince
the world of ‘the danger.: Futilely, of course. Can you. just.see any-
one cunvicning "Marsh-Gas" Hyneck that a flying saucer h-a landed: This
1s the sort of thing the hero will probably face each wezk with adced
“thrilis" of being zapped at by the 'invaders. It seems these alier s
have thelr headquarters some 60 miles northeast of Bakersfield, Calif--
but then you can find all sorts of reople’ HAn\ CaliFomaaasE why not a
bunch of saucer-ous invaders? It secems that all the baddies have one
iﬁentlfying feature, g stiff little finger (it's stiff bacause it's
glued cn to make up the noraal complenent of five fingers per hand). - If
you like the Fugitive and it doesn't strain your credibility wondering
how thils guy can dodge the zops week sfter week, then you will probably
enjoy vatching this guy dodge the aliens week after week.

140478

THE OLD WITCH

‘Safely spitted on the stake
Of learned unbelief
And buried deeply in the books
On some turned under leaf
.Or entombed in some museum case
AS a mummy bandaged fast
We koep our savage heritage;
" OQur sugerstitious .past.
. ? T i , ¥ E. E.. EVERS :
Page & feeT ' : ' DYN, . TRON
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OUR CANDIDATE FOR TAFF:

reviews WETRD TALES, Volume Bl ] Nﬁmber 4, April; 1033. ((We strive to
bring you the latest...,))

The eaver on this issue was by J. Allen St. John. I'd say "is" but
mv copy doesn't have the furscilugginer cover. It is bound in soft-
covers with the title of the magazine and the date 10 o e B Bl i . - |
a consclation, however, the back cover is there and features an ad for
The Mocn Terror by A. G. Birch in protty blue print. Th: dust-cover of
the bock 1s orsngne. This didn't help it much since 20 y2ars later they
were still trying to move the book.

The "cover deslgn", as it is so
quaintly put, illustrated part I of a new serial entitled "Golden EBlood"
by Jack Williamson. I thought, years ago when I acquired this Issue,
tnat I'd never read said serial since I Lad only the April and June 1933
issues, Tjey were as hard, and expensive, to get then as now. But
since that time, Golden Bijod has, as you all should ougata know, ep-
Peared as an Ace Book (would you believe a Lancer bookt) #72-740 at 504,
I hope you all go out and suy a Copy &and thereby save me from reviewing
the first installment. Otacrwise it would frustrate all of us.

This
brings us to the next offering, "Tiger Dust" by Basset Morgan. I remem-
ber when they were reprinting stuif in the 1940's WTs ani Basset Morgan
Was ‘one of the 0l11ld names. Here he +8 contemporarily tziling ot how an
¢vial Chinee¢ name of Omar Sung Loo .is cheating the good-3guy trader,
D%neen, in the Malaysian Jungles. It is how tnere hers Zuys, Dineen and
his zight hand man asrc out to get even with ol! Omar-baby. Of course,
Dineen wasn't counting on his right-hand man since he'd %Seen missing and
as Orar was about  to have hts Thinese surgeons transplant Dineen's brain
Into an animal (wonderful to sell to enimal acts), a hugs ape drops Jn
on thenr and tears the [EEete apart. .If you're reading aloud, pause for
bregth. Next sentence: 'Tis O0'Rourke, Dineen's right-hagad gpe, nov ,
having already had the operition but Laving escaped. NowDineen can es-
cape.as the ape, amazingly, shoots 1tself! So Dinee¢n goss back to get
even with Omar Sung Loo, but doesn't count on O'Rourke's native wife.

He, being 111 from jungle fever or something, stays at O3Rourke!s hLouse
and notices the native wife golng out at night. He also happens to nn-
tice her return. This tiger comes and sort of does a dissnlve and lo!
18 her! He can not believe this and, of course, puts it up tc the fever.
Bven after two or three tiies. But not in the denouement when she, in a
dying act, gets nl! Omar-baby, diss end turns back into- 2erownself in
front of the amazed eyes of everybody. 4nd all ef this wvas reviewing
Just cne short story! Wait'll I hit a novelette!
' : £ - a0 8 : E. Hhffman Price has §
a novelette in "The Return of Balkis", a “"Thrill-tdle of modern sorcery".
Yes.'_Actually this one 1is -told with 'a- 1ittle more aplnmo{ rather on the
level of a Jules de Grandin out without quite se much polish and des-
cription of dinner, furnishiags and other wori piling. A Sorcersr wants
to .bring to life the ancient Queen of Sheba for his very own and our
heros'! friend, a luffly young gurl, happens to be. the chdsen mediur.
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8~ d'Artois, the know-it-gll expert on this jazz and our young American
protagonist, located in Europe, mayhe c¢ven France (pre-d: Guallist),
have one hell of a struggel with these Bad forces and evsntually, before
it is too late even, save this gurl end banish the baddiss. This is
told somewhat better than i ghosh-wov !-I-can!t-“elleve-it~what-utter-
awfulress! plane such as "Iliger Dust" pretty well achievsd. Had some
good ¢tmosphere and weird scenes.
Which can't be s8aid, aztually, of the
next story. It being "The Ster Roamers" (can't you always tell by the
title it's...) by Zdmond Hamilton. | This,folls, ‘isia " inEergienetary®
story, 1t being not very old hat in those days. Our intrepid wcros

sct off in their new rocket-ship, or wnatever, to comb ta: stars fcr
Places that have adventure and even otlier beings. And biddy, they find
1t! First thing they do waen they reach the first star system+ils to' get
invoived in a big fight with strange salps, darting, twistine, zooming,
turning, roaring, circling in space shonting dnwn the beai guys and
avoiding being hit by samo. Soon good guys show up. Yeu can tell be-
cause they shoot at them otuers. And they had a differeat symbol on
their kulls. So they all 1lind and it is discovered that there is e big
war golng on bectween this planet (humenoid type people) and the next
inner (not so humanoid type people), both of whom evolved from the most
In planet (not human at all, but real superior if globbly) which is so
In that they keep everybody c¢lse Out!

A whole lot of actlon goes on
culming ting in an act of utter horror. One of the real Ins 1is kidnap-
ped @y the seml-humans, bringing the Ins iato the war. and ou:* heros
help this globbly guy escapc and bring the invasion fleets in and vipe
up tae bad guys (but-not-all—the—people—thev-were-only—snbmitting-to—
tyranny, ctc.) 4nd then our boyg are off to new adventures. Phew!

Too much action. ' '

Less excitement 1s in "The Ice Demon" by Clark Ashton
Smith, It is:a tele’of frigid horror taking place in obviously New
England by the names of ths places (like Igqua and Mhu T Ly otic's Ji< A
welrd glacier had overtakean what Was once a rich country and an ancient
king, complete with fantastic great rubies and his Sorcerer (oops, an-
Other one!) went up thar to quell tais icy uprising. But Somet..ing
Horribie happened. Namely, the glacier fought back and troze them

solld. Sc later, much later, a hunter discovers them frozensin a sort
of cave. He doesn't seem to have any problems hunting o2 the ‘glacier
unlike lots of others who never Came back from doing the ssme., It did
not make the areca popular with peoplec.

So this hunter and some jeweler
tvees esnxious to recover tho rubies, go up there and aftar getting ths
rubies in a scene of frozen horror, Get. Theirs. Only ths hunter is left
and gripplng the bag of rubies, runs to. beat hell..and; nainly, the
glacier which 1s doing everything to slow him dewn. But he outruas 3t
somehow, and yet, it catches up with him. I hate to; rewvegl itherdesotic
ment inasmuch as you just might buy, and read, The Abomiaations @r

Yondo by C. A. Smith nut of Arkham Housc. He dles.

: Back in 19 and
47 I bought a book from Arkham House entitled Revalations in Black by

Carl Jacobi who happened to be onc of my favorites in ths WEIRD TAIES

mags of the day: Little did I:rcalize that years later I'd get the is-
Sue of WT in wkich that story nriginelly appeared (the viry same!). Se
I rcad 1t in the original yellowing rulp (having Somehow never gotten

around to readlng the booke..) What it was was how this guy read these
tooks he managed to wrest away from an antique dealer. They werc bound
In bleck velvet and handsritten by a man who was 1n th: rubber-roomed
hotel by taen. Our hero rcais the first and gets a sort of psycholimi-
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nal. call and wewes fellas and gals, he 1is hooked., He goss out unto the
nicht and firds iwumself rimt in (yes, the very =gms!) place he read
Sives il seelte ot 3 aglkoslig athi Wil DNapperis.
apmalt 4nd meets up with 3 girl. Semething a P What it was
hs finds out later as, 1lks belonging to some horwible tock-of=-the=month
club, e goes back and gets another volume and yet anotisr and reads
“nem even! And finds out thait this herc girl (whose imraze 4idntt show
Jp when he took a photo of her...) and her pet whateveritisdog are vam-
pircsl WM P«I#R+m*S! Horrors already.
So he races against the sun-
“2t, finds this place where she hangs out, if you!ll parion the exj res-
sion, goes in therc arid does the old stake routine. Aand burns the books.
Inything I hate is a book-burning s.o.b.! :
2 Lt ot e s Sl The next item 1s the conclusion
~ Kline's "Buccancers of Venus", Non-stop serials they run yet. Cne
c.ds, enother starts. - When do you get to go to the head? . So anywey,
for relief,” I didn't read 'tais.  You'll have to fake it.
E Thereby we can
-nd up with the drogs of ths issue, "The House of Shadows" By Mary
Glizabe th Counsslman which was as bland and nlcey-nice a3 any WOMAN'S
DAY effort (I mean, nice ghosts) and "Over An Absinthe Battls" by ¥%.C.
Morrow...holy moley, people, that guy up and -starved to leath 'sitting
there rlaying cards and drinking absinthe with an escaped conviet!
After the letter section, which includes letters from neofans like
Dongld Allgeir, Reginald 4. Pryke and Clark Ashton Smith. Who'!d believe
in anybody named Reginiald i« Pryke? Who'd believe a-little white motih
causes a guy 'to go off his nut and tc his doom? August Derleth, that's
who, in."The White Moth". The guy wipes out his wife and she . threetens
to corne back.andlget him! But a winite moth does.: He gnss bugey over
this vhite moth which flutters toward the river and-.you:4now what lhap-
Pens..'Too-had they'didn't have DDT in. those days. But'it-completed the
i8sue. ‘And let's face 1t, you aidn't-have much elsc to read in 1933,
ASTOUNDING, AMAZING, WONDER, and scme borderliné stuff hsre and there.
WEIRD TALES_came in for some pretty good reading. They naa a big ergu--
ment'ragingfipithe letter column as to whether or not to cut out ek ol
the 1nterplanetary sthies and kecp it all weird or- to continue to split

the fare,

I can hardly wait to find out but something tells me that
about this time the magazine had alrcady seen better days. Afte?_all,
'Over the Absinthe Bottle' was the Weird Story Reprint for that issue.

And if you keep reading DYNATRON long enough you're liable to find
out whet the Weird Story Rejrint was for tae June 1933 issue.

KAay
living

as this hour permlts
; ' eag-thris ‘day 1is,
-'as 1t has never been before--
i1 seg--= . il
~.the .beast rolls over lsughing
3.4 5 . 1n ithe flelds,:
auburn eyes dance the fact
~f jungle 1life,
toys sing romnantically
& touch the chsck of floors,
africawnite-fires glop in the gloom,
Rain City Firs City wind City
in construction before the Rose

ED COX
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raviews THE TIME BEFORE TIIS by Nickolas Monsarrat.

The twin sciences of anthropology and archacology se3m to have man
and his civilizations pretty well cateloged. A4t least taey tell us so.
‘the anthropnloglst with his shovels and picks and brushes uncovers a
it of bone here, a.tooth tdere and draws upon his ehart the evolution
»f Homo Sapiens and his odd assoriment of ancestors. Modern man cean
‘racc kls ancestry back through a variety of men, ape-1ize men, and man-
- 'ko apes to a creature called "Proconsul" who roamed Africa about 20
»illion years ago and 1s acclaimed as the common ancestor of both ¢pe
and man. Or at least this is what the anthropologists t311 us in vast
and weighty tomes that are heavier by far than the few bits of bone
that caused them to be written.

Tho grave robbing archasologist digs
and pries and tells us that modern civilization, modern Nestern civili-
zatlon at any rate, had its first beginnings in the sun-saked land be-
tween the Tigris and the Euphrates. There is no arguing that the march
of Western civilization from mcsopotania some ten thousaad or so years
ago to the 20th Century A.D. is caslly traceable. The history of the
civilizations of India, China, and widdle America also can be re.d in
stone and artifact and written texts.

The rise of man from the ape and
his gradual change from a roaming hunter and food-gathersr to a stay-
in-one-placc farmer scems well documented through either relics or ac-
tual history and so the whole story of mankind can be drawn neatly on
a chert and hung on a wall for all to see and marvel at. The only real
protler is that now and again something turns up that dossn't fit on
the chert. Once in a while somebody ztumbles across som3thing that
scems to dispute the smocth flow of history frem Proconsul up to the
present. However the various ologists dismiss these itens as freuds or
frecaks of nature and place them in the back of a filing cabinet in a
duity cld warehouse wherc thecy are, for the most part, conveniently for-

otten.,
2 Except by filction writers who sometimes remember old news items
and use their imaginatlon to f1ll out the detalls of som: mysterious
past civilization or race much as the anthropologist fills out the de-
talls of Pithecanwhozamawatchit by letting his imagination go to work
on a fragment of tooth. i

Ths renowned student of science-fantasy, Dr. He
Bruce Franklin of Stanford University says that most writers try their
hand ¢t the sclence-fantasy form in the course of their sriting careers.
S-F 1s perhaps the best veaicle for satire and social conmmentary and
message stories. It is no surprise then that Nicholas Monsarrat,
pavim& a message to bring to the world, should turn to science-fantasy
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